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JAMES &.) 


(GOODBY, 


SOVIET GROUNO UNIT IM CUBA 


‘we HAVE HAG INCONC (US! vE " EVIUENCE FOR SEVERAL 


YEARS OF THE PRESENCE IN CURA 


CONFIRMED IHKAI THE UNIT 18 INDEED SOVIET AND PROBASLY 
RUMBERS SETWEEN 2,000 AND 3,000 MER. SE REMAIN UNCERTAIN 
AS ΤΌ ITS MISSION AND THE PRECISE OATE OF ITS PLACENERT 
IN CUBA. OUR BEST ESTIMATE [S THAT IT wAS IN CUBA SY 

AT LEAST £976. IN ADOITION ΤῸ THE “GQQIGADE- BE ESTIMATE 
THAT THERE ARE ABOUT 1,566 - 2,600 SOVIET MILITARY 
ADVISORY AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL IN CUSA. 


3. 08D OF THE UNIT*S PRESENCE HAS LEAKED ΤῸ AVIATION 
WEEK, AMD GE EXPECT IT IO BE PICKED UP RAPIOLY SY THE 
REST OF THE MEDIA. ENO FYI. 


&. ACTION REQUESTED: ACTION ADORESSEES SHOULD CONVEY 
TO THE ALLIES/HOST COUNTRIES AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY THE 
FOLLOWIBG CFYI - THESE SAME TALKING POINTS HAVE BEEN 
USED IK BRIEFING THE CONGRESS): 


5. -- WE HAVE RECENTLY CONFIRMED THE PRESENCE IN CUBA 
OF “HAT APPEARS TO BE A SOVIET COMBAT UNIT. 

THIS 15 THE FIRST TIME wE HAVE BEER ABLE TO 

COMF IRM THE PRESENCE OF A SOVIET GROUND FORCES 

UMIT ON THE SSLARO. 


-- ELEMENTS OF THE UNIT APPEAR TO HAVE SEEN THERE - 
SINCE: AT LEAST 1976. WE ESTIMATE THAT IT CONSISTS 

OF 2,000 TO 3,900 MEN. IN ADOITION, wE ESTIMATE 

THAT THE SOVIETS MAINTAIN BETHEEN 3,500 AND 2,900 
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MILITARY ADVISORY ANO TECHNICAL PERSONNEL IN CUBA. 


-- @S CURRENTLY CONFIGUREO ANO SUPPORTEO, THE δι 
POSES NO THREAT TO THE U.S. 


@-- GROUND FORCES PER SE 010 NOT FIGURE iN OUR 
BILATERAL UNOERSTANOINGS WITH THE SOVIETS τη 
WERE OLRECTED TOWARD OFFENSIVE WEAPONS SYSTEMS. 


-- NONETHELESS, BE ARE MATURALLY CONCFANCS ABCLT 
THE PRESENCE OF SOVIET COMB4T FORCES [ἘΞ ΓΒΑ, 


eecder - -- 


~- WE HAVE ΜΝ RECENT MONTHS EXPRESSED ΤῸ THE SOTIETS 
OUR CONCERR OVER THE SOVIET/CUBAN MILITARY 
RELATIOGNSHIP. OM AUGUST 29 KE INFORMED IKE 

SOVIET CHARGE THAT THE SRIGADE'S PRESERCE SHOULD 

85 AN ADDITIONAL SURDEN ON OUR RELATIONSHIP. 

WE WILL CONTINUE OUR OISCUSSIONS WITH THEM ON 

THIS SUBJECT. 


cc WE GILL, OF COURSE, CORTIRUE ΤῸ MONITOR ALL 
ASPECTS OF SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN CUBA 
TO ENSURE THERE IS NO THREAT TO THE U.§. - 


6. FOR NATO: YOU MAY TELL THE PERMREPS THAT C&TIONS 
FOR O€ALING ITH PROGLEMS CREATED SY THE SOVIET PRESENCE 
ARE MOW BEING CONSIDERED BY THE PRESICENT. BE WILL KEEP 
USNATQ FULLY INFORMED AS DECISIONS ARE MADE. 
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